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SUBJECT: FINNISH MEDIA AND THE US. 

1. SUMMARY: EMBASSY HELSINKI FOR LONG TIME CONCERNED 
THAT PERSISTENT IMBALANCE IN FINNISH MEDIA TREATMENT OE 
EAST AND WEST GENERALLY, AND USSR AND USA SPECIFICALLY, 
WOULD IN TIME CAUSE NEW GENERATIONS OF FINNS TO PERCEIVE 
US AS CAUSE OE MOST TROUBLES IN WORLD AND USSR AS BLEMISH 
FREE. DURING PAST SEVERAL YEARS EMBASSY HAS REMONSTRATED 
WITH INDIVIDUAL MEDIA ON PARTICULAR STORIES, WITHOUT 
HOWEVER EFFECTING ANY SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN SITUATION. 
WHAT FOLLOWS IS DESCRIPTION OF CAMPAIGN LAUNCHED TO MAKE 
FINNISH PUBLIC (AS OPPOSED TO MEDIA LEADERS) AWARE OE WHAT 
WE SEE AS LACK OF BALANCE, HOPEFULLY LEADING TO EINNISH 
PUBLIC EFFORTS TO IMPROVE MEDIA COVERAGE. END SUMMARY 

2. CAMPAIGN BEGAN AT RECENT "AMERICA DAYS" CELE- 
BRATION IN KOUVOLA (EASTERN EINLAND), WHERE AMBASSADOR 
CONTINUED THE THEME SET BY PRESIDENT OF FINNISH- 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY AND EXPRESSED HIS COMPLETE DIS- 
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PLEASURE AT UNEAIRNESS OF EINNISH MEDIA TOWARDS THE 
US. HE POINTED OUT THAT THESE CONSTANT TIRADES 
WERE ALSO ATTACKS AGAINST EINLAND. THAT IE THERE 
IS BIASED, ONE-SIDED CRITICISM OVER AND OVER AGAIN, 

THE YOUNG PEOPLE OE EINLAND AND MANY OLDER PEOPLE WHO 
HAVE NOT BEEN TO THE US, WOULD THINK THAT ONLY EVIL 
COMES EROM THE WEST AND GOODNESS EROM THE EAST, THAT 
SOME DAY THESE PEOPLE WILL BE CALLED ON TO MAKE A 
POLITICAL CHOICE. AMBASSADOR EURTHER POINTED OUT THAT 
A EOREIGN DIPLOMAT COULD COMPLAIN ONLY SO MUCH - THAT 
THERE IS A REAL NEED FOR FRIENDS OE US, WHO KNOW THE 
EACTS, TO SPEAK UP WHENEVER THERE IS UNEAIRNESS EX- 
PRESSED IN EINNISH MEDIA. 

3. AMBASSADOR'S KOUVOLA SPEECH RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE 
COVERAGE IN MOST MAJOR PAPERS. A EEW CRITICAL, BUT 

MOST WERE OVERWHELMINGLY EAVORABLE. SHORTLY THEREAETER, 
A PARTICULARLY VICIOUS ANTI-US PROGRAM WAS CARRIED ON 
TV-2, CONVEYING AMONG THINGS ELAT CHARGE OE CIA INVOL- 
VEMENT IN MURDER AND ATTEMPTED MURDER OF LEADERS 
ALL OVER THE WORLD. AMBASSADOR MADE STRONG REPRESEN- 
TATIONS ON THIS TO FOREIGN MINISTER MATTILA WHO 
WAS MOST SYMPATHETIC STATING MFA WOULD CHECK INTO 
THE MATTER. AMBASSADOR EURTHER WENT TO PRESIDENT 
KEKKONEN. LATTER GAVE ERIENDLY EAR ALTHOUGH HE HAD 
BEEN BRIEEED TO SAY MOST OE THE CRITICISM OE US ON 
EINNISH TV COMES FROM US SOURCES. HE CONCLUDED, 

HOWEVER, THAT THERE WAS MUCH ROOM EOR IMPROVEMENT 
AND THANKED AMBASSADOR EOR COMING. WE LATER LEARNED 
BOTH THE EOREIGN MINISTER AND PRESIDENT REMONSTRATED 
WITH TV LEADERSHIP. 

4. A FEW WEEKS LATER, AMBASSADOR RECEIVED AN INVITATION 
EOR INTERVIEW FROM SAME TV-2 PEOPLE WHO HAD PREPARED 
OBJECTIONABLE PROGRAM. IN MEANTIME, CONSIDERABLE 
DIALOGUE HAD BEEN GENERATED IN PRINT AND OTHERWISE ON 
WHETHER OR NOT THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR WAS JUSTIEIED 
IN HIS COMPLAINTS. WE HAVE LEARNED SUBSEQUENTLY THAT 
EINNISH TV HAD HUNDREDS OE RESPONSES BACKING UP AMBAS- 
SADOR'S CONTENTIONS OF UNFAIRNESS. IN A COMMUNICATION 
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TO THE EMBASSY AND IN NEWS STORIES, EINNISH TV AUTHORITIES 
ADMITTED OVER-ZEALOUS YOUNG PRODUCERS HAD ERRED IN 
EAILING TO USE THE WORD "ALLEGED" IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE CIA SO-CALLED INVOLVEMENT IN WORLD 
I F ADER SHIP MURDERS. 

5. AMBASSADOR'S INTERVIEW WAS TAPED IN TV-2 STUDIOS 
AT TAMPERE NOVEMBER 7 IN A ERIENDLY ATMOSPHERE. 
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HAVING HAD CONSIDERABLE TV EXPERIENCE AMBASSADOR 
KNEW HOW TO TAKE INITIATIVE AND WITHOUT VITRIOL WAS ABLE 
TO PUT ACROSS MANY OE THE POINTS THAT MUCH OF THE PUBLIC 
WAS OBVIOUSLY WAITING TO HEAR. AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT 
THAT ELECTRONIC MEDIA HAD BEEN MORE IRRESPONSIBLE THAN 
PRINT, EVEN THOUGH PRINT IS PRIVATELY OWNED AND 
ELECTRONIC IS GOVERNMENT OWNED. AMBASSADOR ADDED THAT 
AN INDIVIDUAL IN ELECTRONIC MEDIA HAS MORE FREEDOM TO 
EXPRESS PERSONAL IDEOLOGIES THAN REPORTERS ON NEWSPAPERS. 
AMBASSADOR EMPHASIZED THAT FINLAND IS NOW A NEW ENTITY 
IN WORLD POLITICS SINCE THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE WHERE 
FINLAND'S ROLE AS NEUTRAL WAS HIGHLIGHTED. AMBASSADOR 
EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THAT NEUTRALITY WOULD EXTEND TO MEDIA 
AND SAID HIS GOAL WAS ONLY TO DO WHAT HE COULD TO MAKE 
BRIDGE STRONGER BETWEEN THE US AND FINLAND. HE 
QUOTED A HELSINGIN SANOMAT COLUMNIST WHO WAS OF THE 
OPINION THAT IF FINLAND WERE CRITICIZED IN THE US AS 
THE US IS IN FINLAND, FINNS PROBABLY WOULD WITHDRAW 
THEIR AMBASSADOR. HE ADDED THERE WAS HARDLY ANY 
CHANCE OF US WITHDRAWING ITS AMBASSADOR BUT THAT 
IT WAS TIME FOR FINNISH TV TO ASSIST IN THIS BRIDGE- 
BUILDING OPERATION. 

6. COMMENT: THE RESPONSES HAVE BEEN EXCITING. PEOPLE 
ARE EXPRESSING THEIR PLEASURE THAT SOMEONE FROM US SIDE 
IS FINALLY SPEAKING UP. ONLY TIME WILL TELL HOW EFFECTIVE 
OUR EFFORTS WERE. EMBASSY BELIEVES JUST AS IN BASEBALL, 
WHERE ONE SCREAMS LIKE HELL OVER UMPIRES' DECISIONS, 

THE HOPE HERE IS THAT FUTURE DECISIONS WILL BE MORE 
CAREFULLY AJUDICATED RATHERTHAN PAST ONES CHANGED. 

THIS WAS A COMPLETE TEAM EFFORT WITH ALL SECTIONS PROVIDING 
VALUABLE ASSISTANCE. 

AUSTAD 
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